STUDENTS WITHDRAW AS DEPORTATION FEARS REACH SCHOOLS
Immigrant parents who fear deportation are withdrawing their children from public schools, reports the Irving ISD Superintendent. He estimated that 90 children have withdrawn from school in the last week because of the deportation fears. District guidance counselors will meet to discuss what kind of plan they should develop to reassure students that they are safe at school regardless of their family's immigration status. 10/4/07. Dallas News. http://www.dallasnews.com
STATES TURN TO SENIORS FOR HELP IN THE CLASSROOM
In California, the governor authorized a statewide teacher certification program called EnCorps aimed at replacing a critical shortage of math teachers with newly certified professionals who have retired from careers in technology, engineering and science. California is expected to lose 100,000 teachers over the next decade, one-third of the teacher workforce. Nationwide, public schools are expected to lose about a million teachers over the next decade. 10/5/07. Http://www.stateline.org
FAILING SCHOOLS STRAIN TO MEET U.S. STANDARD
More than 1,000 of California's 9,500 schools are branded chronic failures, and the numbers are growing. Barring revision in the law, state officials predict that all 6,063 public schools serving poor students will be declared in need of restructuring by 2014. In Florida 441 schools could be candidates for closing. In Maryland, some 49 schools in Baltimore alone have fallen short of achievement targets for five years or more. Ray Simon, the deputy federal secretary of education said the administration is proposing that Congress force more action by limiting districts' options in responding to hard-core failure. 10/16/07 New York Times. http://www.nytimes.com
PARENTS PLAY BIG ROLE IN ACADEMIC SUCCESS
The Center on Education Policy examined 12 years of data on 1,000 students and found whether low-income, urban students attend a public or private high school matters less to their academic success than whether their parents take part in their education, earn enough money to offer enriching experiences and have high aspirations for their kids. 10/9/07. USA Today. http://usatoday.com
PAY TO PLAY SAPS PARENTS WALLETS
Detroit News study found 88,000 southeastern Michigan students pay a cumulative $10 million in fees to play sports this school year. Districts seeking to maintain their academic mission while expenses climb and revenues ebb charge fees for sports and other extracurricular activities. Nationwide there is a reported 35% drop in participation when students are asked to pay; it especially affects lower income students. 10/9/07. Detroit News. http://www.detnews.com <><><><><><><><> Note: Each week the Center highlights one or more newsworthy stories online at http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/whatsnew/newsitems.htm Also access other news stories relevant to mental health in schools through links at http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/whatsnew/linkstolatest.htm
<><><><><><><><> @#@#@#@#
About Pay-to-Play School Administrator: "I've had more kids this fall whose parents couldn't afford it than I did all last year." Father: "It's heartbreaking when you lose your job and you have to tell your son you can't afford to let him play hockey and you know that he lives to play the game." @#@#@#@@#
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Responding to Disasters:
>California fires -a terrible reminder about the need for schools to plan
The fires in California are one more reminder about the multiple roles schools should be prepared to play when disaster strikes. Such roles reflect the school''s role as a key contributor to the well-being of a community, and its need to address all factors that may interfere with learning and teaching.
Examples of what schools can and should do:
• Schools often are mobilized as disaster centers, and school staff can help meet the needs of students and families at such centers.
• In the days after a disaster hits, schools are in a position and have a need to help all students, their families, and staff cope with what has occurred and especially must pursue ways to ensure appropriate supports are provided for those who have experienced loss.
• Over time, schools must consider ways of helping any students, families, and staff who manifest lingering effects.
*********************** In the first months of a school year, a supportive school has taken steps to welcome and provide social supports to ensure that students have made a good adjustment to school and to address initial adjustment problems as they arise.
Now come the referrals for students who are manifesting behavior, learning and emotional problems. While most schools have "case" oriented teams that look at the referrals one by one (which often means putting students on a waiting list), many schools are moving in new directions. Anticipating that many "individual" problems are, in fact, a type of problem that is frequently seen in schools, these teams are providing resources for moving into classrooms to enhance the capacity of regular classroom teachers to address a broad range of common learning, behavior, and emotional problems. As students experience the "enhanced" regular classroom approaches, many who were struggling (students and teachers) will find more success.
Sharing strategies across classrooms strengthens the shared responsibility for all students. For a broad range of ideas on enhancing classrooms to accommodate a broader range of student motivation and ability, see
